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& Ye have heard, that it was ſaid of them of old time, 
thou fhal't not kill: And whoſoever ſhall kill, ſhall 
be in danger of the Fudgment. 


But I ſay unto you, that whoſoever is angry with his 
Brother without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the 
Judgment.“ 


In theſe Words our bleſſed Saviour, for the in- 
ſtruction of his Diſciples, enlarges on the prohibi- 
tion contained in the Sixth Commandment. Why 
ſuch an explanation was particularly neceſſary, we 
collect from the verſe preceding. For I ſay unto 
vou, that except your Righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter into the kingdom of Heaven.“ The 
prevailing character of the Phariſees, is known to 
almoſt every reader of the Goſpel, to have been 
Hypecriſy. An oftentatious pretence of Religion, 
without its inward influence. Seeking to cover 
their negle& of moral duties, by a ſtrict and ſerupu- 
lous performance of frivolous ceremonies. Reſting 
on a narrow interpretation of the revealed commands 
of God, ſtrictly obeying the letter, the more — 
to counteract their Spirit. To obviate an Error ſo 


great, 
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great, and to caution his Diſciples againft a crime ſo 
foul, our Saviour, in his Sermon on the Mount, 
related by St. Matthew in the chapter from whence 
my text is taken, more 9 unfolds to them the real 
extent of ſeveral of the Commandments delivered 
to Moſes; and particularly of the 7% d Command- 
went, the Sixth, and the Seventh. From theſe Ex- 
| ofitions we learn, generally, that to ſuppoſe that 
nothing further is inculcated in the 'Ten Command- 
ments, than what is expreſſed, is groſsly to miſunder- 
ſtand their divine purport and ſignification; to inter- 
pret them as ill as the Phariſees did, and to ſhut our 
eyes againſt numberleſs moral precepts 1 
;ncluded under the terms made uſe of; thus wi 
reſpet to the Thing. Commandment, “ Ye have 
heard, ſays our Saviour, that it has been ſaid by them 
of old time, thou ſhal't not forſwear thyſelf, but I ſay 
unto you, ſwear not at all;”” that is, if we conceive 
that when we are forbidden in the words of the Third 
Ccmmandment,. © to take the Name of the Lord 
cur Godin vain,” that we are only cautionedagainſt 
falſe teſtimony in a Court of Judicature, we limit the 
Commandment in a way that is unjuſtifiable; that 
we are equally forbidden by it to make any vain or 
idle uſe of the Name of God, and that (no leſs than 
the crime of perjury) the evil habit of ſwearing on 
trivial and needleſs occaſions, is moſt pointedly and 
peremptorily expreſſed to be a grievous Sin; a Sin, 
for which in the Day of Judgement, “God will not 
hold us Guiltleſs.”” | 
In the words of my text then we have ſuch 
an interpretation alſo of the Sixth Commandment, 
by which we learn, that if we think, a mere for- 
bearance from the horrid crime of wilful murder, is 
all that is inculcated in it, we run. a riſk of falling 
into numberleſs Errors, and (for want of con 
2 ſideration) 
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Aion) of tranſgreſſing a law, the mere Terms 
Wich indeed, we may ſhudder to think of. “ In 
Dl time, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, ye have heard that 
it Was written thou ſhalt not Kid.“ By this Law, 
from the time of Moſes, deliberate and wilful murder 

Had been as far as it could be, checked and prevented, 
\Puniſhments being provided adequate to keep men 
in awe; but many lefſer ſpecies of Murder had 
{patticularly towards the time of our Saviour's ap- 
pearance) become, through the falſe interpretations 
of the Phariſees, ſcarce noticeable -as Crimes. As 
long as open Violence was avoided, they aſſumed a 
Liberty 'of injuring their brethren often by hard 
wage, unkindneſs, inhumanity, uncharitableneſs. So 
that it was become wry” {a to tell men once 
more how much was included in this great com- 
mand of God. That, © Thou ſhar do no Mur- 
rler, was but a comprehenſive term for number- 
leſs offences againſt our Neighbour, and that in 
truth, to “ be angry with our brother without 
# cauſe,” was a crime equally as heinous, 

In this way, may it truly be ſaid, That Chriſt came 
not to deſtroy, but to fulfil the Law: to teach Mankind 
how to comprehend the ſublime precepts of the Ten 
Commandments, written as they were by the finger 
of God, in the glorious ſpirit of univerſal juſtice 
and moral equity: and by the enlarged explanation 
of our Saviour, brought to apply to every circum- 
ſtance of ſocial benevolence, charity, and goodneſs. 

Taught then by our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, in 
what manner to interpret the Commandments of 
God, no Man need be long at a loſs, how to apply 
bis ſeveral actions and intentions, to ſome one of 

theſe divine Laws, to determine their piety or im- 
piety ; their morality or immorality. Thus, gn 
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ing that the mere act of Murder, is by no meam- 
all that is forbidden in the Commandment under our 
conſideration, he will diſcover that every action, that 
may, in the moſt remote degree tend to the deſtrue- 
tion of his neighbour, is equally meant to be pro- 
vided for. Now, according to the Eternal Wiſdom 
and Providence of God, ſuch is the frame of Man, 
in every reſpect */o fearfully and wonderfully* is 
he made, that it is impoſſible to deſcribe on what 
weak and ſlender threads his exiſtence oftentimes de- 
pends. Care and diſquietude, ſorrow and trouble, 
anxiety and diſtreſs of mind, are frequently as fatal 
as the poiſonous drug, or the ſword of the aſſaſſin. 
But in how many ways we are expoſed to, and how 
much in each other's power we are, with reſpect to 
theſe calamities, no man can well be ignorant. 
Every connection in life, has its dangers. So that 
if we caſt our views forth into the world at large, 
though we find, alas ! (and eſpecially in theſe days) 
numberleſs ſad victims of violence, yet ſhall we fd 
ſcarce fewer perhaps, lingering under the ſlower tor- 
ments of mental anguiſh. Some bewailing the in- 
fidelity of friends; ſome periſhing through the neg- 
lect of thoſe they depended on—grey haics ſinking in 
ſorrow to the grave, through the diſobedience and 
undutifulneſs of children. Some waſting away in 
the flower of their age, ſtung to death by the per- 
fidy of thoſe on whom they had fixed their fondeſt 
hopes of happineſs. If to theſe greater diſtreſſes, 
we add the diſcomfitures occaſioned by the froward 
wills of ſome, and perverſe diſpoſitions of others, all 
which inevitably tend to ſhorten the lives of thoſe 
that ſuffer from them, our conſciences will naturally 
be appalled ; we muſt ſtartle to think, in how many 
ways this great Command may be broken ; that to 
abſlain 
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abſtain from actual murder is almoſt the leaſt part of 
the precept we need attend to, this being in the na- 
ture of things too repugnant to our feelings, to re- 
quire much reflection, but to learn, that every ſocial 
duty is compriſed in it, that as St. John tells us, 
« He that hateth his brother is a Murderer, we muſt» 
needs conſider it with awe and attention, and bringing 
the ſeveral actions of our lives to the judgment, as 
it were, of this tribunal, fearfully paſs on to ſome ſuch 
ſelf- examination as follows. “ How-have I borns 
myſelf, in the ſeveral relations in which I ſtand to 
my neighbours in reſpect to this Commandment ?- 
Have I by obedience to my parents, and dutiful at- 
tention, helped rather to prolong their days by com- 
forts, than ſhorten them by pain? Have I, as a pa- 
rent, ſo brought up my children in the fear of the 
Lord, and ſo ſet them an example of Chriſtian vir- 
tues, as to put them in the way to-preſerve their con- 
ſciences free from ſin, and their bodies healthful by 
teinperance and moderation? Have I, as a neigh- 
bour, done all in my power for my fellow creatures? 
Have I on all occaſions ſought to relieve their diſ- 
treſſes, to heal their wounds, and ſhorten their af- 
flictions ? Or have I not rather done much to ag- 
gravate them ? Have I not forborne to give when I 
had wherewithal? Have TI, as I ſhould have done, 
ce wept with thoſe that weep, or have I not rather 
turned away when I beheld them, and & paſſed by on 
the other ſide? Havel tried co raiſe them that have 
fallen, or have I not rather triumphed in their misfor- 
tunes, and for ſome petty intereſt or other, tried to 
keep them down? Havel as a Chriſtian, in all my 
dealings with the world, acted with that univerſal 
good will, love, and benevolence, which the Goſpel 
requires, and fo practiſed all its moral doctrines, — to 
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have © turned many away from their wickedneſs, that 
they might live?” Or have I not rather ſeduced others 
by ill example into ſinful courſes to the ruin of the 
health of their bodies, and the reaſon of their minds 
Have I not broken in on their peace by headſtrong 
paſſions, and unreaſonable violence?“ 

According as our Conſciences ſhall anſwer us on 
the ſeveral heads, of ſuch a ſelf- examination, ſhall we 
ſtand acquitted or condemned before God, of a breach 
of this Commandment. . Indeed how great care is 
required of us, to guard againſt all poſſible injury to 
our Neighbour, and eſpecially in any way that may 
ever ſo remotely affect his life, we may collect from 
that Law among the Jews, by which even the killing 
of any man by chance or accident, was to be expi- 
ated by flight to ſome city of refuge“. For we may 
be blame-worfhy if we do not, by every precaution, 
feek to avoid whatever may accidentally be the oc- 
eaſion of death to our neighbour. All wrath, ma- 
lice, trie, contentiouſncſs, and hatred, towards our 
fellow-creatures, all cauſele anger, and intemperats 
expreſſuuns therefore, are carefully to be guarded 
againſt ; for though we may have no deſign of de- 
ſtroying our neighbour at the moment, yet as all 
animoſities tend in their nature, to great and unfore- 
feen effects, and may eventually be the occakon of 
his deſtruction, they are by manifeſt implication for- 
bidden by tae command. And alſo it is ſtrictly in- 
cumbent on us, not only to abſtain from the foul ſin 
of Murder, but to preſerve and defend the lives of 
our brethren to the utmoſt of our power. If they 
are ſick, to ſuccour and aſſiſt them. If needy, to 
feed and clothe them. If they have injured us, to 
forzive them; to prevent all quarrels as far as we 
can, to make up all differences, to quiet all conten- 
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fions.—So0' has the Almighty thought fit” to guard 
the Life of Man, which he who taketh away, never 
ean reſtore | But life hath its portions, and he who 
would ſhudder at the bare thought of precipitately 
deſtroying a Man, may yet (by giving him tronble 
and vexation) orten his days; and for one day loft 
what recompenſe can he make? 

But if once we are brought thus tolearn'the value 
of life, how much out of our power it is to repair 
all injuries committed againſt it, we ſhall natu- 
rally be led to attend with more conſideration than 
we commonly do, to the conſequences of ſeveral of 
our actions towards others of God's creatures. The 
hves of many. are doubtleſs committed to our dif- 
poſal.. For the Peace, nay for the very exiſtence 
of Society, ſome — 7 muſt neceflarity 
loſe their lives in the Execution of Juſtice, their 
offences being incompatible with. the ſecurity of the 
lives of others. So alſo, in ſelf-defence either be- 
tween individuals, or in a greater degree between 
ſtates and nations, many muſt fall by the hands af 
their fellow- creatures. For this we have an excuſe 
to plead at the Mercy-Seat of God, provided we have 
uſed every means of avoiding the neceſſity and miti- 
gating the rigour of the blow. For all unneceſſary 
injury in theſe caſes, tends to convert a pardonable 
violence into a fin and crime, Since Life is that, 
which having no power to reſtore, we have leaſt 
right to meddle with. But beſides the reſt of hu- 
man nature, other creatures in whom is the breath 
of Life, are in our power, and in a ſtill greater de- 
gree ſubjected to us. But perhaps to them this 
Life is of more value than even to Mankind. For 
Man a future ſtate is prepared, and perhaps alſo 
for the beaſts that ſeem to us to periſh.;. but. this we 
have no certainty of; and if their Exiſtence - 

only 


1 


E 


only as ſhort as their lives here below, ought we 
not ſcrupulouſly to fear abridging them without ne- 
ceſſity; or embittering the little they have to enjoy, 
by cruelties or oppreſſions? If it is an offence 
againſt God to deſtroy the Life of Man, it is a 
bitter diſgrace to Man, to give any unneceſlary pain 
to the brute creation. Man has means of defence and 
the combat may be equal; Man has flrength and 
ſcill to oppoſe to violence, Reaſon to convince Er- 
ror, Speech to utter his complaints. But the brute” 
creation ſeldom reſiſt, They have no reaſon to 
guide them in their actions, and, alas] they have 20 


ſpeech to utter the many bitter complaints they have 


I fear to make. And yet they muſt be harmleſs and 
inoffenſive, obeying only thoſe inſtincts which God 
has implanted in them, and not being capable of- 
doing us intentionul miſchief; nay, moſt of them 
contributing all their ſtrength, and ſacrificing all 
their comforts, to ſupply our wants, and provide for 
our neceſſities. Many are given to us for food, and 
their lives muſt he taken away, but all unneceſſary 
torture in the diſcharge of this ſad office, muſt be a 
heavy crime. The anatomy of animals of al} 
kinds gives us every reaſon to ſuppoſe them capable 
of all bodily pains like ourſelves... We, with pre- 
fumptuous arrogance pretend to a great degree of 
merit, whenever, knowing as we commonly are 
able to do, for what we ſuffer, we bear it with forti- 
tude, yet can bring ourſelves to treat the ſufferings 
of other creatures, who have u reaſon to tell them 
why they ſhould ſubmit, with careleffnefs or indif- 
ference, nay, oftentimes I fear with ſad barbarity ; 
for, to the diſgrace of human nature, amuſement 
even 1s made the pretence for many cruel ſcenes, and 
various animals are expoſed to hard ſufferings to 
gratity 
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Frafify thoſe feelings, which ſuch ſights ought na- 
-turally to diſguſt : it argues an unaccountable per- 
verſion of man's principles, to ſee him ſeeking plea- 
ſure in a wanton abuſe of the brute creation, yet ſel - 
.dom or never taking any pains or care, or havin 
any delight, in heightening or multiplying their few 
enjoyments. I know not what mercy thoſe have to 
expect at the hands of God, who can wilfully ſport 
with the feelings not only of an harmleſs uncom- 
plaining animal, but of a creature from whom per- 
-haps he has derived ſome of the greateſt (and certainly 
the n diſintereſted ſervices, Nothing can be requi- 
ſite but thought and conſideration. For, to give 
unneceſſary pain to an animal abſolutely incapable 
of offence, is ſo hideous, ſo ſhocking, ſo baſe, ſo diſ- 
graceful, that it is impoſſible not to ſee the foulneſs 
of the crime. Beſides, it is a fin expreſsly forbidden 
in other places of the Scripture, We ate com- 
manded to provide food and reſt, and treat them with 
tender uſuage by God himſelf. In the book of 
Deuteronomy we are forbidden © to muzzle the ox 
that treadeth out the corn*. In the Fourth Com- 
mandment we are enjoined to give e not only to 
ourſelves and our 7 tm & but to “ our cattle,? 
And in another part of the Jewiſh Law it is forbid- 
den to plough with an ox and aſs together, implying, 
that the ſtrength of the one, not being equal to the 
ſtrength of the other, it would amount to cruelty to 
put any beaſt to a work it is not well capable of per- 
forming. In many other places of Scriptures, mercy 
to the brute creation is ſtrongly inculcated ; but the 
time admits not of my purſuing the ſubject further 
at preſent, | 
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At all events it is a matter well deſerving our moſt 
ſerious conſideration. I am well aſſured, that in 
numberleſs inſtances we all tranſgreſs this Holy Law, 
through a want of attention to its real and full im- 
port. You will probably be able eaſily to call to 
mind, how ſadly negligent from infancy you have 
been at times of the feelings of others, either of 
your own ſpecies, or of the brute creation, It is a 
very unhappy circumſtance, but too true a one, that 
children even are rather encouraged than reſtrained 
in the act of amuſing themſelves, by the deſtruction 
or unfeeling uſage of dumb creatures. - Indeed it is 
a molt foul and diſgraceful propenſity, and if not 
rooted out of our nature in time, mult exceedingly 
expoſe us to the wrath of God. I am ſure it is in- 
cluded in the Commandment I have expatiated on, 
however we may think we ſtand clear of the crime 
of murder. We ſhall in ſhort do right to conſider that 
every moral virtue that can by implication be brought 
within the meaning of any one of the Ten Com- 
mandments, is ſtrictly enjoined; that each is intended 
to comprehend every remote branch of that dut 
particularly expreſſed. And eſpecially therefore 
with reſpect to the one we have this day more imme- 
diately been led to diſcuſs, namely, & thou ſbal 't do 
no murder,” let us underſtand that it does abſolutely 
extend to the prohibition of every unneceſſary vio- 
lence, and every avoidable injury, affecting the exiſt- 
ence, the peace, the eaſe, and comfort of every crea- 


ture into which God hath breathed the breath of 
Life! 


THE END, 
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